





of Jim’s boat catches my eye. It says
a lot about Jim’s obvious love of science,
if not his intellect. It reads: “Logic will get
you from A to B Imagination Will take
you everywhere” (Einstein).

This is the kind of philosophical approach
to life that drives bluewater cruising sailors
of all persuasions. But Jim’s logical side
took over when he first went searching for a
new boat to replace his old 33-footer.

Jim says he eventually settled on the
Maritimo 60 for its superior safety, price
and enclosed flybridge. The Australian-
made product swayed him plus, at 60ft, the
Maritimo is not so big as to be denied a
marina berth in most ports of call.

“They are a very good buy,” adds Jim, “I
think Maritimo are winning on their prices.”

He likes the remote bow and sternthruster
control and the extended flybridge that makes
a total of four living areas — two externally
and two internally. As Jim says, on occasions
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Left: The Maritimo 48 J'Calm
shows some leg on Moreton
Bay. Below left: Maritimo’s
sales and marketing manager,
Peter Jenkins, addressing
Musterers atthe Hope
Harbour briefing dinner.
Below: Jim Bleasel gets

some marketing advice from
Maritimo’s Chelsea Boltar.
Opposite: Capt  Alward (left)
discusses local conditions with
Gladstone identity Jim Purcell.

we humans need our own
space. No doubt that’s something he would
have experienced on his polar expedition.
With grandchildren, safety counted. To this
end, Jim embraces the 60’s deep bulwarks
and his propeller-less 104hp Williams jet
tender riding in the cradle up front. Jim
commends Maritimo for adhering to his
requests for things like a flybridge lounge
that extends to a double berth (an option that
has kept his wife’s seasickness at bay).
A willingness to customise was something

other Musterers iterated. Brett Rourke

had the yard construct a unique one-hand
operated gas-strut folding antenna and radar-
dome frame on his 48 Aria so he can pass
underneath low bridges.

As luck would or wouldn’t have it, I endured
pain for little gain. You see, Monday morning
or Day Two dawned in stark contrast to the
previous afternoon. I had to fly back to not-
so-tropical Melbourne as the Muster departed
Mooloolaba for the Great Sandy Straits, that
snaking channel dividing the mainland from
Fraser Island, on millpond-like waters that
remained that way for the rest of the journey.
To get inside Fraser Island, one must
cross the Wide Bay Bar, which can be
tricky and deserves the upmost respect. On
this occasion, it was delightfully benign.
Kingfisher Bay Resort was to be the
overnight stop but, due to the nor’westerly, it

was decided that Hervey Bay might be more
comfortable. I believe that proved true.

On Day Three, the Muster made for busy
Gladstone and ensconced at the yacht club,
some dined ashore, while others used their

Maritimo galleys and provisions to great effect.

The following morning, Day Four, the fleet
headed north around the outside of Curtis
Island on the way to the Great Barrier Reef.

Emerging into the Coral Sea, the Muster
headed to the Capricornia Coast islands, in
particular, Great Keppel, near the southern end
of the Great Barrier Reef. Afterwards, it was on
to the mainland for an overnighter at Rosslyn
Bay boat harbour, just south of Yeppoon.

On Days Five, Six and Seven, the fleet
dropped into Port Clinton (Island Head Creek
and the superb Pearl Bay) for an overnight
stay, the Percy Islands for lunch the following
day with the night spent at Mackay Marina,
before reaching the Whitsunday group
and island hopping to Hamilton Island and

spectacular Whitehaven Beach.

On Day Seven, the Maritimo crews
circumnavigated Hook Island, visiting Manta
Ray Bay, Butterfly Bay, and Stonehaven and
Nara inlets, before returning to Hamilton Island.

The Muster departed Hamo on Day Eight to
Magnetic Island just south of Townsville for a
layday. The remaining three days were spent
fishing The Reef and exploring the Palm
Islands, Port Hinchinbrook and Dunk Island,
where the friendly crews had dinner and a
presentation night at the marina restaurant.

Musterers returned to Hamilton Island on
the final day, after which the fleet disbanded
for their own home ports with, for some,
visions of a return journey next year with a
new group of Maritimo owners. Meantime,
what better holiday home than one you can
take wherever and whenever your whims
fancy? Wagons, roll.

For more info about the 09 Muster, visit
Maritimo at www.maritimo.com.au.
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